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Towing a ‘rite of passage’ for Athenians

Allie Vent was frustrated last 
summer when she parked in a 
24-hour parking spot on Mill 
Street for 32 hours.

Vent, an Ohio University 
graduate student studying read-
ing education, knew she had 
parked there for too long, but 
the process of getting her car 
back was, she says, incredibly 

tedious.
“It was really stressful,” she 

said. “I didn’t know how to han-
dle the situation because it never 
happened to me before, nor do I 
want it to happen again.”

A House Bill that passed last 
month aims to make that experi-
ence a little easier in Athens and 
around the state.

H.B. 382 includes a provi-
sion that would create an “on 
call” period for truck drivers, 
meaning that they will have to 
be available to release a vehicle 
within three hours of receiving 

a call from a towed motorist. 
Additional provisions would ex-
tend consumer protections to 
motorists whose cars are towed 
under the command of law en-
forcement officers.

Earlier versions of the bill were 
too ambitious, said Rep. Heather 
Bishoff, D-Blacklick, one of the 
bill’s co-sponsors, so legislators 
only brought back provisions that 
made “real-life sense.”

Some of those regulations for 
police-enforced tows, which can 
take place on public property, in-
clude requiring tow truck opera-

tors to accept credit cards and 
instituting fees established by 
the Public Utilities Commission 
of Ohio — which can’t exceed 
maximum rates currently in 
place — over the next five years.

New maximum fees can kick 
in for five-year periods after 
that. Current law caps towing 
fees at $90 and storage fees at 
$12 per day.

H.B. 382 also includes those 
standards for towing in private 
tow-away zones.
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Performing Arts 
Series filled with 
hits, some misses

Student Senate exec board sworn in

Taking a focus on entertain-
ment and education, Ohio Uni-
versity’s Campus Involvement 
Center brought in big names, 
cultural acts and new musicians 
during the 2013-14 Performing 
Arts Series. 

The series is allocated 
$94,000 from the General Fee for 
booking acts and bringing per-
formances to Athens. Andrew 
Holzaepfel, associate director 
of the Campus Involvement Cen-
ter, said the biggest crowds were 
made from bigger performers.

Country singer Lee Brice, co-
median Loni Love and Broadway 
show West Side Story were some 
of the bigger hits of the year, 
with Brice selling out. 

“I think bigger, larger name 
comedians always seem to do 
well with OU students and com-
munity members, so I think if 
we can do a few of those (next 
year) we will be pleased,” Hol-
zaepfel said.

Some of the more unsuccess-
ful performances of the year 
included comedian Craig Rob-
inson and singer Sara Bareilles. 
The Capital Cities and Fitz And 
The Tantrums concert in the fall 
of this year also turned out a sur-
prisingly small crowd for what 
Holzaepfel said he expected. 

The concert, featuring the 
two “Top 40” acts, only sold 
around 500 seats, about 12 rows 

in Templeton-Blackburn Alumni 
Memorial Auditorium, he said. 

One of the successes for Hol-
zaepfel, however, was not in re-
lation to the number of tickets 
sold, but students affected. Sev-
eral of the performances from 
this year included artists that 
stayed on campus and helped in 
education outreaches to schools 
in the surrounding area. 

“We started the ‘On the Edge’ 
concert series this year, where 
each of them had a public perfor-
mance, but more importantly did 
a lot of educational components 
with both OU students in the Col-
lege of Fine Arts as well as K-12 
kids in the elementary schools,” 
Holzaepfel said. “We would like 
to keep developing that program 
because it was a huge success 
from our standpoint.”

Another area of difference in 
programming is the lack of a Convo 
Concert this year, which caused a 
drop in ticket sales compared to that 
of last year. 

Megan Marzec, incoming Stu-
dent Senate president, said in an 
email that senate is looking to set 
up a Convo Concert next year, but 
planning has not started, and she 
wants the choice of a performer to 
be a discussed within senate first.

“The Performing Arts Series is 
certainly something we are excited 
about as well as planning a concert 
at The Convo,” Marzec said. “The 
exact details need to be worked out 

One year ago – almost to the 
day — Megan Marzec was ar-
rested in the Governance Room 
of Walter Hall for refusing to 
leave a protest at the Board of 
Trustees meeting. 

Wednesday evening, she stood 
in the same place to take her oath 
as the newly elected president of 
Student Senate — a “phenom-
enal” feeling, Marzec said.

She, along with Vice Presi-
dent Caitlyn McDaniel and 
Treasurer Carter Phillips, was 
sworn into office by Ryan Lom-

bardi, vice president of Student 
Affairs, at Wednesday eve-
ning’s Student Senate meeting.  
“I’m really excited to see what Me-
gan, Caitlyn and Carter would do 
next year” said Adam Brown, for-
mer treasurer of Student Senate. 
He added it will be interesting to 
see how effectively the three will 
be able to communicate what they 
want, since their ideas are so dif-
ferent from each others.

But while senate members 
celebrated the induction of their 
new members, it was also a bit-
tersweet goodbye for some. 
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The IBX Tow and Recovery truck sits outside of their headquarters on East Park Drive.
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Megan Marzec, who will be sworn in as president, and Caitlyn McDaniel, who will be 
vice president, sit with other Restart members during the last senate meeting.

After spending 35 years at 
Ohio University, David Descut-
ner, dean of University College 
and associate provost for un-
dergraduate education, has met 
an extraordinary number of stu-
dents, faculty and staff.

And he remembers their 
names.

Descutner has held a variety 
of positions at OU, including lead-
ing a learning community for Uni-

versity College honors students 
that included Keith Wilbur, now 
a junior studying political science 
and economics and second-year 
student trustee.

Wilbur remembers when 
Descutner drove past him on 
Stimpson Avenue, with his 
head out the window, and 
called Wilbur’s name and 
shouted, “Happy New Year!”

“I would say Dr. Descutner 
touches a lot of students, just to 
see him interact with people,” Wil-
bur said. “He’ll meet you, and he’ll 
remember your name.”

The amount of students 
Descutner interacts with will 
soon decrease when he retires 
from his university roles at the 
end of the 2013-14 academic year.

Descutner came to OU in 1979 
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Hoping to ditch his 90’s child-star image, the grown-up 
pop singer stops by South Beach in his latest college tour. 
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As 2014 nears its halfway point, three Post music 
aficionados give their takes on the year’s best albums. 
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Students, professors and campus police weigh in on OU’s 
policies when it comes to lockdown procedures.
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Students find gratification 
through ‘Grace’

M
erlene McCarty sits in bed on an 
early spring day when an Ohio 
University professor knocks on 
her door and asks to come in 

to outline the health plan his students will 
implement that morning.

McCarty, 61, is in the process of recovering 
from a string of strokes, the most recent and 
severe of which, suffered three or four years 
ago, led her to The Laurels of Athens, a nurs-
ing and rehabilitation center off Columbus 

Road, 70 Columbus Circle. She has lived and 
steadily recovered there for about two years.

McCarty rises to greet him as he steps 
into the room, which is relatively plain but 
outfitted to her liking. A framed cross hangs 
not far from an emergency pull cord on the 
wall parallel to her bed, and her nightstand 
is adorned with pictures of her grandchil-
dren, a radio and a lamp. A large television 
sits atop her armoire, and a Bible and book 
of word puzzles occupy a round glass table.

Before long, her living space is trans-
formed into an active area, where OU stu-
dents — 18 this semester — from a variety 
of disciplines band together with the goal of 
providing McCarty with a plan to improve her 
health all while offering some encouraging 
smiles. Their course is designed by a group 
of university colleges with several main 
goals in mind: improving communication be-
tween aspiring health care professionals and 
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Interprofessional program provides real-world experience and a helping hand

Descutner 
retiring, to 
stay at OU
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Leanne Kaltenbaugh (left), Bridget Sova (middle) and Lisa Smith help Merlene McCarty, a patient in The Laurels of Athens, recognize words on the board and make up 
her own song.
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“I didn’t realize that (my 
time on Student Senate) would 
not only change me as a per-
son, but I would meet my best 
friends,” said Emma Wright, 
chief of staff. “The best part is 
watching all of you grow too.” 
Lombardi, who noted the use 
of words like “adversity” and 
“turbulence” in the commission-
ers’ reflections of this year, en-
couraged the body members to 

reframe their perspectives and 
think of this year’s difficulties as 
a time of “discourse.”

“Those moments of dis-
course are when you grow the 
most,” Lombardi said. “When the 
most positive change happens.”

Several members of this 
year’s Student Senate were given 
the honored status of Senate 
Emeritus, including former Pres-
ident Anna Morton; former Vice 
President Mary Kate Gallagher; 
Hashim Pashtun,  international 
affairs commissioner; Talie Cart-

er, women’s affairs commission-
er; Wright; and Patricia Roberts, 
an alumna who served as trea-
surer for Student Senate in 2011.  
Senate Emeriti can return to 
Student Senate to speak and 
continue to use the senate’s of-
fice in Baker 305.

Senior honors were also 
awarded to Kelsey Higgins, for-
mer director of interns; Mack-
enzi Bentley, University College 
representative; Gerrod Schirtz-
inger, academic affairs commis-
sioner; Matt Gusler, Heritage 
College of Osteopathic Medi-
cine representative; and Brown.  
Lombardi also gave Morton a gavel 
with her name on it, in honor of her 
time as Student Senate president.

“While this year has been 
filled with adversity for this 
whole body, I wouldn’t take it 
back for anything,” Morton said. 
“I’m really proud of the people 
who are here with me today.”
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teaching them interprofessional 
cornerstones such as ethics and 
teamwork, all while aiding those 
in need of a helping hand.

“What I really like about this 
experience is that it’s authentic,” 
said Jeff DiGiovanni, one of the 
course instructors and OU’s as-
sociate dean for Clinical Affairs. 
“We don’t have to manufacture 
issues that come up because 
we’re at the setting. … We can’t 
control the variables. This is 
how the medical system works.”

McCarty, originally from Con-
necticut, is one of many bene-
factors of the interprofessional 
course, which sends groups of 
students to visit The Laurels or 
Beacon School, 801 W. Union St., 
three times apiece. During the vis-
its, students meet with residents, 

analyze their needs and imple-
ment a plan to address them.

The Laurels has been a part 
of the program since its incep-
tion in 2012, and Beacon School 
— which serves students ages 6 
to 21 who have been diagnosed 
with developmental disabilities 
— signed on in advance of Fall 
Semester 2013. Student fees 
and recurring state Medicaid 
Technical Assistance and Policy 
Program funding finance the 
course, for which students re-
ceive academic credit.

This spring, students from 
disciplines across the College of 
Health Sciences and Professions, 
Heritage College of Osteopathic 
Medicine and College of Fine Arts 
have gotten together in groups of 
five or more to assist the residents.

“I feel like working with pa-
tients is always far more gratify-
ing than sitting in class and being 
lectured two to three hours a day,” 
said Christina Harris, a second-
year graduate student studying 
physical therapy. “This is what 
we want to do. We want to be out 
in the clinic, we want to be work-
ing with people, we want to know 
that we’re making some kind of a 
difference or some kind of impact 
on their lives. That’s the reason 
we all got into what we’re doing.”

Each meeting varies depend-
ing on the resident, as the stu-
dents mold their routine to fit the 
needs of those with whom they’re 
working. In McCarty’s case, the 
meeting included balance and 
mobility tests, comprehension 
and vocabulary exercises, and, 
of course, plenty of singing.  

Bridget Sova, a senior study-
ing music therapy, said she picks 
songs based on a resident’s age 
and his or her interests. In Mc-
Carty’s case, she sang a spin off of 
the Beach Boys’ “California Girls,” 
and a number of other tunes.

“You’ve got such a pretty 
voice,” McCarty told her, after 
one rendition.

Working with words is par-
ticularly important to McCar-
ty, who, on her own account, 
could hardly talk after suffer-
ing her last stroke. She couldn’t 
remember her grandchildren’s 
names, nor could she read 
worth a lick.

That was especially painful 
for McCarty, a former English 
teacher and school administrator. 
Her daughter, Shade resident Amy 
Grueser, said it’s been more than 
two decades since McCarty has 
taught and that she was forced to 
retire because of health reasons.

Now, the woman who once 
helped kindergartners learn to 
read is teaching herself to do the 
same, using word puzzles and the 
Bible to do so. It’s not the words 
themselves that trip her up, Grue-
ser said, but the comprehension. 

That’s where the students 
come in. They combined song and 
comprehension in one activity by 
scrawling the spelling of some 
of her favorite things on a white-
board — NCIS, word searches, 
coffee with the girls — singing 
about them and urging McCarty 
to trace them with her finger.  

Little exercises like those 
make all the difference, her 
daughter said.

“A lot of times when some-
one has a diagnosis where 
there’s no ‘hope,’ they just give 
up,” Grueser said. “Her determi-
nation kind of trumps that. ‘I’m 
going to do it anyway.’ ”

Whether it takes the form of 
organizing activities or stop-
ping by unannounced, the stu-
dents’ presence goes a long way 
in brightening residents’ days, 
said Lisa Snyder, The Laurels’ 
activities director.

“It’s so much more than vol-
unteering,” she said. “Anyone 
can come in to run an activity. 
But they take the time to get to 
know (residents.)

“(Students) provide a fresh 
outlook on the world today be-
cause (residents) really don’t get 
to see it.”

By the end of her third and 
final session with the students, 
McCarty was gushing about 
her company.

“The only thing I have to say is, 
‘Do what you’re doing because ev-
ery little bit that you try to improve 
somebody, even if they don’t want 
to hear it, is a help for them.’ ” Mc-
Carty said. “They might say, ‘No 
way, I’m not going to do that,’ and 
when you actually do with them, 
with your gentle personalities, 
you encourage them to proceed.”

Toward the end of their ses-
sion, Matt Stallard a senior nursing 
major, checked her pulse — “Will 
you be my boyfriend?” McCarty 
joked — before the group conclud-
ed its activities by singing a soul-
ful rendition of  “Amazing Grace.” 
McCarty knew every word.

“I’m going to miss them a 
lot,” she said afterward. “The 
administrators picked a good 
group of people.”
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Students building relationships
despite different backgrounds

Former senators bid farewell
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