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DOUBLE 
R yleigh Smith is sassy, 

spoiled and brimming 
with personality. She 
likes dogs, makeup and 

has an affinity for the hockey rink. 
She has light brown hair and big, 
bright blue eyes that her mother 
said catch people by surprise.

She’s three feet tall and weighs a mere 23 pounds, but if you talk to 
her parents, her very being bears the weight of the world.

To further complicate things, her parents, both students, say Ohio 
University isn’t doing its share of the heavy lifting.

“It has felt like there’s so much working against us,” said Ashley 
Beatty-Smith, a first-year graduate student who had Ryleigh with her 
husband Ian Smith in August 2012.

Raising a child and attending school has proved problematic for 
Beatty-Smith and her husband, but she said the wellbeing of their 
child is their first priority. Despite the hardships of caring for Ryleigh, 
22-year-old Beatty-Smith who is also a course instructor and Allen 
Student Help Center assistant, said having Ryleigh has strengthened 
the bond between her and her husband.

“He’s not only my best friend and my husband but my entire support 
system,” Beatty-Smith said. “We’ve both had to grow up so quickly.”

The couple is among a sizable population of OU student parents,  
many of whom share concerns that OU has been slow to accommo-
date their needs, Beatty-Smith said, especially after razing the Athens 
campus’ lone married housing development, the Wolfe Street Apart-
ments, in 2012. The university doesn’t collect data about the number 
of students who are mothers or fathers.

Beatty-Smith and her husband, an OU hockey player and senior 
studying actuarial sciences, have lived in three different off-campus 
apartments since having Ryleigh in August 2012. Picking a place that 
fits their needs, she said, isn’t easy. After touring 15 apartments in the 
spring, they’re paying $1,400 per month this semester for a two-bed-
room apartment at University Courtyard, which she said is one-tenth 
of a mile too close to campus for them to be eligible for a commuter 
parking permit.

Beatty-Smith’s $9,000 assistantship stipend covers many of their 
expenses, but the couple still takes out supplemental student loans 
to pay for diapers and other necessities. They go without childcare 
— save Tuesday evenings, when a family friend watches Ryleigh — 
though overlap in their Spring Semester course schedules will require 
them to secure someone to watch Ryleigh while they’re both in class.

Right now, leaving Ryleigh with Beatty-Smith’s parents in Picker-
ington, about 60 miles from campus, seems like the best option. They 
can’t rely on the OU Child Development Center, she said, because 
Ryleigh’s name has been buried on its waiting list for about a year. 
Ninety percent of children who attend the center are children of OU 
administrators, faculty and staff, according to a previous Post article.

“(Child Development Center) is telling me they have no idea when 
we can get care,” Beatty-Smith said.

She has relayed that recurring message, among other concerns, to 
Ryan Lombardi, OU vice president for Student Affairs, beginning this 
past spring. Their conversations have been fruitful, leading to the for-
mation of a new student organization, PrOUd Parents, which aims to 
advocate for students with children on campus and push policy that 
Beatty-Smith said the university is lacking. The group meets for the 
first time Thursday.

Lombardi said Beatty-Smith’s complaints, which include inad-
equate childcare services, a lack of designated family housing and 
poor and costly university health care options, were “the last thing 
(he) wanted to hear.”

“I know how hard it is to raise children, and I’m a person who is 
done with my education, is financially stable and etcetera — I can’t 
imagine doing it as a student, a full-time student probably with less 
financial means,” Lombardi said. “Frankly, those people are my he-
roes for being able to raise children and do what they’re doing at the 
same time.”

He said that although he considers Athens a family-friendly city, 
OU can go a long way in improving its accommodation for students 
who have children, similar to how administrators have worked over 
the past 10 years to provide more resources for OU’s growing number 
of international students.

Beatty-Smith said she has been apprehensive about bringing her 

daughter on campus because of an incident 
this past February that left her intolerant of 
what she called a “negative culture” toward 
students with children at OU.

She accepted an invitation to Nelson Dining 
Commons and despite her weariness to do so, 
brought Ryleigh along. They were greeted with 
a cacophony of stares, laughing and pointed 
fingers. A Twitter search at the time returned 
undoubtedly offensive tweets about her child, 
including one that read “Would it be rude of 
me to ask to borrow this girl in the dining hall’s 
baby for the white trash party tonight?” That 
and other similar tweets from several users 
have since been deleted.

“I was living in a place I was proud to call 
home, and all of a sudden I was completely 
isolated,” said Beatty-Smith, originally of Pick-
erington.

Jenny Hall-Jones, OU dean of students, said 
she has also found OU students who have chil-
dren to be stigmatized by their peers.

“The couple of people who are bringing 
their child to campus are not feeling good 
about the experience,” she said. “So they go to 
whatever extreme possible to not bring their 
child on campus because they do not want to 
have those kind of experiences. It’s this silent 
minority.”

That wasn’t always the case, said Hall-Jones, 
who lived with her young children in South 
and East Green residence halls from 1998 to 
2008 while working for Residential Housing. 
She said she and her husband were among 
many who raised their children in the resi-
dence halls and frequented dining halls with 
them. In the years since, she said the number 
of families that do the same has decreased to 
the point where it’s odd to see a student and 
his or her child together on campus.

One of PrOUd Parents’ goals, Beatty-Smith said, is to incite change 
on that front. She also wants to push for the university to designate 
portions of off-campus housing — potentially the Mill Street Apart-
ments or University Courtyard — as married family housing. Univer-
sity officials have been open to the idea, though no plans are in the 
works, she said.

There are few official support services for student parents at OU, 
though Lombardi and Hall-Jones have fielded their fair share of inqui-
ries from student parents, and some students gravitate toward cam-
pus figures such as Susanne Dietzel, director of OU’s Women’s Center, 
and Dustin Kilgour, director of Baker University Center.

Dietzel’s role is in the formal capacity. She said 
she directs many students who are pregnant or 
have children toward other campus resources 
and helps them get necessary information, 
among a host of other duties. 

Kilgour’s capacity is more informal, being that 
he himself had a child as an OU student and has 
advised students on the simultaneous challenge 
of furthering their education and caring for their 
child. He said his ability to relate directly to stu-
dents puts him in a unique position to offer ad-
vice to Beatty-Smith and others.

“I’m not much different than (them),” Kilgour 
said. “Breaking that down, that was key. Because 
then it becomes more of an open dialogue where 
you can have a conversation about your experi-
ence and how hard it’s going to be.

“It’s a real conversation. It’s not one that a 19 
or 20-year-old is used to having, at least in this 
setting.”

One such student is Ethan Durham, a fresh-
man from Jackson studying political science and 
philosophy who is expecting a child with a for-
mer high school girlfriend in January.

He said that much of the outreach available 
for potential parents is mother-centric, meaning 
some men are left without a formal avenue for 
help. He has joined forces with Beatty-Smith and 
PrOUd Parents with the ambition to bring light to 
the issue.

“There aren’t a lot of resources that I could go 
to — that’s sort of upsetting,” he said. “There’s the 
Women’s Center and stuff like that, but I feel that 
… they’re definitely geared toward parents that 
aren’t fathers.”

Beatty-Smith said she’s fortunate that she 
and her husband are together and happy on all 
accounts. They were married this spring near 
Cleveland, where Smith grew up, and even 
had the chance to share a first dance with their 

daughter, to the tune of Stevie Wonder’s “Isn’t She Lovely.” Ryleigh was 
just learning how to walk at the time of the wedding, their first step 
toward a new life as a family.

“We had faced a lot of stigma and negativity for having a baby out-
side of wedlock, and although it’s probably not where we necessar-
ily saw ourselves through the stages of life, we wouldn’t change any-
thing,” Beatty-Smith said. “We would have still gotten married. The 
order was a little flip-flopped, but in the end we were a family then 
and we were a family now.”
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TOP: Ashley Beatty-Smith and Ian Smith play with their daughter Ryleigh on College Green.  Ashley is a first-year graduate student and Ian is an undergraduate senior, both at Ohio 
University.  ABOVE:  Ian, Ashley and Ryleigh watch an OU hockey game at Bird Arena. Ian is a member of the hockey team but did not dress for the Nov. 15 game.

CHILD CARE 
STATISTICS

$241,080
Average cost of raising a child born in 2012, 

including food, shelter and other 
necessities until the age of 18. 

$1,430
 Average annual cost of food for a 

0 to 2-year-old child. 

 Parents can expect to spend about $2,448 
per year on diapers, formula and baby food. 

13.1%
of students at four-year

 institutions have children

5%
 of student parents nationally receive  

necessary campus child care.

PROUD PARENTS
 Meets every other Thursday at 7 p.m. in the 

Women’s Center in Baker University Center. The 
first meeting is Nov. 21.

Sources: U.S. Department of Agriculture  

Cost of Raising a Child report, Parenting.com and a 

2010 Institute for Women’s Policy Research study


