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Classes teach kittens to socialize with peers / E3
Latest ‘Burlesque’ deftly blends music, comedy / E4

Empty nester MacDowell takes on TV series / E10

Soybean rows line both sides
of the road, with a forested line
of hills to the left.

At midmorning on a Satur-
day, a slight breeze rustles the
tall weeds in the ditches — and
the bicycling feels good again.

My husband, Joe, and I flirt
with the improbable conclu-
sion that we stayed in shape
during the winter.

We’re training for Pelotonia,
the summer bike tour that
raises money for cancer
research.

We’re of a certain age, the age
at which we refer to ourselves
as being of a certain age, and 

Bike trips 
across Ohio
built for two

First Person
Loretta Hoffman

////////////////////////////

First Person is a weekly forum 
for personal musings 

and reflections from readers.
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NEW YORK — Barbie, long
the reigning queen of the doll
world, has suddenly been
thrust into the battle of her life.

Her competitors look
nothing like the blue-eyed,
blond-haired, long-legged
fashion icon. They don’t have
the same standards of beauty
as the aging diva, either.

Monster High dolls — vamp-
ish teens patterned as the
offspring of monsters such as
Dracula and Frankenstein —
have neon pink and green
streaks in their hair. They wear
platform heels as well as mini-
skirts with skulls on them.

And the dolls with names 

See Dolls Page E3

Toys

Edgier dolls
gaining on
No. 1 Barbie 
By Mae Anderson
ASSOCIATED PRESS
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Older girls prefer Monster
High Dolls, analysts say.
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Sporting an eager smile, 16-year-old
Carla Thomas combed the racks of
colorful dresses, tops and T-shirts

lining the walls of a hot-pink semitrailer
stationed Downtown yesterday.

Then, after each trip to
the dressing room, she
rushed toward her grand-
mother Emma, turned,
spun and showed off the
selection for an audience
of peers and volunteers.

“I’ve never worn any-
thing like this before,” said
Thomas, of the Northeast
Side, holding an armful of
new clothes. “I’ve never
seen anything like it.

“So I feel different, and I
like to feel different.”

Thomas, along with 27
other girls in the foster
and emancipation pro-
grams of Franklin County
Children Services, received
clothing courtesy of 18-
year-old Allyson Ahlstrom
and her small Threads for
Teens crew.

In the midst of a cross-
country tour, Ahlstrom is
stopping in each of the 48
contiguous states to give
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Emma Thomas, left, with granddaughter Carla, who — with help from Natalie Ramirez, second from left, and Allyson Ahlstrom,
second from right — is choosing free items from the Threads for Teens truck during its Columbus stop

Style on wheels
With her Threads for Teens truck, college student

travels country to pass out free clothing

The vibrant exterior of the Threads for Teens truck, which is
touring all 48 contiguous states to outfit underprivileged girls

By Jim Ryan • THE COLUMBUS DISPATCH
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Rewards — in the
form of cash or a store
credit — go a long way
toward saving money for
shoppers.

Some bargains to
seek:
� Walgreens: Sunday

through next Saturday, a
Trueresult blood-
glucose monitor is on
sale for $12.99. You can
get it “free,” though,
with a $12.99 mail-in
rebate.

Also, 5.8- to 6.2-ounce
tubes of Crest tooth-
paste are on sale for $3
each with the purchase
of two. Clip the 75-cent
coupon from the July 7
P&G Brand Saver insert
in The Dispatch — plus
one from a second
newspaper — and re-
ceive $3 in Register
Rewards. Final price: 75
cents each.
� CVS: Sunday

through next Saturday, a
roll of Just the Basics
paper towels is on sale
for 79 cents. You can get
it free by scanning your
ExtraCare card at the
in-store coupon center.
(Limit: one.)

� Staples: Sunday
through next Saturday, a
60-count package of
Staples Photo Plus 4-
by-6-inch glossy paper is
on sale for $9.99. You
can get it for $2 with a
$7.99 Easy Rebate.

Also, buy a 500-sheet
package of 8.5-by-11-

inch multipurpose
paper for $6.99 and
receive a $5.99 Easy
Rebate. Final price: $1.
� OfficeMax: Sunday

through next Saturday,
buy a 5,000-count case
of OfficeMax multiuse
copy paper for $46.99
and receive $42 in Max-
Perks Bonus Rewards.
Final price: $4.99.

Also, a 3,000-count
pack of Avery 5160 white
mailing labels for laser
printers is on sale for
$26.99. You can get it for
1 cent after you receive
$26.98 in MaxPerks
Bonus Rewards.
� Menards: Sunday

through next Saturday, a
Palm Pizza Slicer is on
sale for $4.99. You can
get it “free,” though,
with a $4.99 mail-in
rebate.

For more ideas as well
as dates and locations
for coupon seminars,
follow Laurie Dixon at
www.facebook.com/
ColumbusSavvyShopper.

Three times a week, the Savvy Shopper 
offers price comparisons for a range of items 
and other advice on how to stretch a buck.

Prices lowered
with rewards
By Laurie Dixon
FOR THE COLUMBUS DISPATCH

� MONDAY: Christmas in
July sales

� To hear the
Savvy Shopper
discuss other

great deals, watch the
6 a.m. newscast on
Tuesdays and Saturdays on
WBNS-TV (Channel 10).

away clothing and acces-
sories to about 1,000
underprivileged girls.

“Self-esteem some-
times comes from the
outside in,” she said,
explaining the mission of
the nonprofit organiza-
tion she started at age 14.

Traveling in the pink
semitrailer, the Threads
for Teens team was easily
spotted yesterday out-
side the Crowne Plaza
hotel on Nationwide
Boulevard.

Each of the Columbus-
area recipients — ages 13
to 17 — took away three
pieces of clothing or
accessories donated by
retailers such as Fran-
cesca’s, Stussy and Urban
Outfitters.

Thomas found three
dresses to her liking: one
casual, one more formal

and one — possibly — to
wear to the homecoming
dance at her school,
Eastmoor Academy.

She appreciated the
fashion expertise that
Ahlstrom and her helpers
offered, saying they
understood what fit her
well.

Galloway resident
Deanna Laney, 17, chose
two tops and a $20 gift
card to Payless Shoe-
Source.

She enjoyed the out-
ing, she said — and looks
forward to wearing her
new clothes.

Frieda McKarn, kin-
ship advocate supervisor
with Children Services,
rounded up the girls to
go shopping at Threads
for Teens.

“For some kids,” she
said, “even though they
may be in our system,
it’s hard for them be-
cause they think they’re
alone.

“It’s good to know that
there are other girls in
their situation.”

Ahlstrom conceived
the boutique idea in
December 2009 while
reading Generation
Change: Roll Up Your
Sleeves and Change the
World by teenage author
Zach Hunter.

She was inspired by
the acts of teen kindness
depicted in the book
and, less than a month
later, had founded
Threads for Teens.

The next August, she
opened a shop in a
donated storefront in 
her hometown of
Windsor, Calif., about an
hour north of San Fran-
cisco.

Since her move to a
permanent location, she
has donated and out-
fitted about 300 girls
there.

Her efforts have been
funded by $92,000 in

cash gifts and $135,000 in
clothing donations from
more than 40 companies
nationwide.

She started planning
the tour last summer,
first hitting the road in
May with 10,000 pieces of
clothing and accessories
— along with her
mother, a couple of
friends and the semi-
trailer driver (the only
paid traveler).

Ahlstrom, a freshman
at the University of
Pennsylvania beginning
next month, intends to
open a storefront bou-
tique in Philadelphia
during her sophomore
year.

“I truly believe that, if
everybody does a little
bit in their communities,
no one has to do a lot,”
she said.

“I'm just trying to do
my part.”

jryan@dispatch.com
@Jimryan015
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An enjoyable new
Shadowbox Live show,
Burlesque: Behind the
Curtain, offers a sequel of
sorts to last year’s Bur-
lesque de Voyage —
sharing both the concept
and a cast of characters.

Behind the Curtain,
written by the troupe’s
Jimmy Mak, alternates
between onstage acts by
an imaginary contempo-
rary burlesque company
and backstage scenes.

The onstage portions
include both slick musi-
cal numbers and deliber-
ately corny skits; the
backstage interludes
focus on soap-opera
struggles, occasionally
dramatized in song.

Those who saw the

billing and attitude dis-
turb the group’s senior
members.

Couplings and un-
couplings, job offers and
an offstage death
heighten the drama and
allow for touching and
appropriate excerpts
from Simon & Garfunkel’s
Homeward Bound (per-
formed by Amy Lay) and
Prince’s Take Me With U
(by Nikki Fagin).

The scenes of bickering
company members could
be significantly tight-
ened.

The burlesque scenes
are more engaging. Even
though nearly all are
structured around partial
stripteases — down to
bathing-suit-like lingerie
or occasionally pasties —
they reveal the wide
range of possibilities

inherent in that form. 
Rupa & the April

Fishes’ Maintenant, with
vocals by Julie Klein, is
elegantly French; the
Coasters’ Little Red
Riding Hood, voiced with
conviction by Robbie
Nance, is comically and
athletically raunchy.

The traditional bur-
lesque comedy routines
are performed with gusto
and perfect timing.

Mak and sidekicks
Nance and Brandon
Anderson channel baggy-
pants comedians of old,
while Lay and Fagin are
more than their matches
as sharp-witted bimbos. 

Klein, as troupe leader
Busty Slingshot, makes a
sly ringmaster for the
high jinks.

margaretquamme
@hotmail.com

Theater review / Burlesque: Behind the Curtain

By Margaret Quamme 
FOR THE COLUMBUS DISPATCH

� Shadowbox Live will present
Burlesque: Behind the Curtain
at 7:30 p.m. Wednesdays and
Thursdays through Oct. 10 at
503 S. Front St. Tickets cost
$30, or $20 for students and
senior citizens. Call 614-416-
7625 or visit www.shadowbox
live.org.

Comedy, conflict blend perfectly

original Burlesque will
feel comfortably at home
with the new one; those
who didn’t won’t have
trouble catching up.

Most of the show has
been streamlined to fol-
low a single night’s per-
formance, with the deft
use of beginnings and
ends of acts to bookend
the offstage interactions.

As a source of conflict
for the troupe, the show
introduces a former child
star (Stacie Boord), whose
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Oceans
$2 Admission - Kids Dream Film Series A

Tue to Thu: 10:00 AM
The Conjuring � � E 11:40 AM 2:15 4:50 7:25 10:00
R.I.P.D. � � C 2:35 7:35
R.I.P.D. 3D � � C 12:00 5:00 10:10
Red 2 � � C 11:30 AM 2:15 5:00
Turbo � � B 11:50 AM 4:45 7:40 9:30 10:05
Turbo 3D � � B 2:15 7:05
Grown Ups 2 � � N C

11:50 AM 12:35 2:20 3:05 4:50 5:35 7:30 8:10 10:00 10:40
Pacific Rim � � C 1:00 4:00 7:10 10:20
Pacific Rim in 3D � � C 12:15 3:15 6:25 9:30
Despicable Me 2 B

11:30 AM 12:10 2:00 2:40 4:30 5:10 7:00 7:40 9:30 10:10
The Lone Ranger C 12:30 3:45 7:00 10:15
The Heat E 11:30 AM 2:10 4:55 7:45 10:30
White House Down C 12:45 4:00 7:10
Monsters University A 12:00 2:35 5:15 7:55 10:30
World War Z C 11:30 AM 2:10 5:00 7:40 10:20
Man of Steel C 12:30 3:45 7:00 10:15
This Is The End E 10:15 PM

ALT EVENT
Springsteen and I � � I Mon: 7:30 PM

CROSSWOODSCROSSWOODS
614-841-1600  ·  200 HUTCHINSON AVENUE
Marcus Crosswoods Introduces the
NO SELLOUT GUARANTEE

Details Available at Box Office

70 Feet Wide – 3 Stories Tall!
Special UltraScreen Pricing Applies

Red 2 � � C 7:45 10:30
Turbo � � B 12:25 2:50 5:20 Oceans

$2 Admission - Kids Dream Film Series A

Tue to Thu: 10:00 AM
The Conjuring � � E 11:25 AM 2:05 4:40 7:15 9:55
R.I.P.D. � � C 11:05 AM 4:30 9:35 10:10
R.I.P.D. 3D � � C 6:50 9:15
Red 2 � � C 11:10 AM 1:35 4:05
Turbo � � B 2:15 6:30 7:15 9:10
Turbo 3D � � B 11:45 AM 4:45 9:45
Grown Ups 2 � � N C

11:00 AM 11:50 1:25 2:25 3:55 4:55 6:25 7:25 9:15 10:05
Pacific Rim � � C 11:30 AM 2:30 5:30 8:30
Pacific Rim in 3D � � C 12:00 3:00 6:00 9:00
Despicable Me 2 B

11:00 AM 1:30 2:00 4:00 6:30 7:00 9:05
Despicable Me 2 in 3D � � B

11:25 AM 1:50 4:25
Kevin Hart: Let Me Explain E

11:55 AM 2:10 4:10 6:10 8:10
The Lone Ranger C 12:15 3:30 6:45 10:00
The Heat E 11:20 AM 2:00 4:50 7:30 10:10
White House Down C 12:55 4:00 7:05 10:05
Monsters University A

11:40 AM 2:30 5:05 7:40 10:15
World War Z C 11:05 AM 1:45 4:30 7:10 9:50

PICKERINGTONPICKERINGTON
614-759-6500   ·  1776 HILL ROAD NORTH

70 Feet Wide – 3 Stories Tall!
Special UltraScreen Pricing Applies

Red 2 � � C 7:30 10:00
Turbo � � B 12:15 2:50 5:10
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