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"GOBSMACKING!
This new production of this masterpiece is

REFRESHING, RETHOUGHT
and every bit as EPIC-NOT TO BE MISSED."

-Chris Jones, Chicago Tribune
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Cirque tent show to visit Columbus in August / E2
Indian director turns novel into unlikely film / E3

Commentary: ‘Idol’ nearing its inevitable end / E10

One day a week at North Linden
Elementary School, the gym —
which also serves as a cafeteria
and, sometimes, a perform-
ance space — takes on an

additional role: dance studio for about 60
fourth-graders.

Tape of varying colors points out the
spots on the floor where the students jump,
spin and show off their best moves as they
practice with Momentum, a dance program
run by BalletMet Columbus at North
Linden and nine other elementary schools.

This week, Momentum is celebrating 10
years of helping students learn to dance
while also exercising self-discipline and 
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ABOVE: During a
practice, fourth-
graders from
Berwick Alter-
native Elementary
School follow the
lead of dance
instructor Rachel
Osmena.

More than dance
Students gain confidence while preparing for show

See Dance Page E4

By Jim Ryan
THE COLUMBUS DISPATCH

LEFT: Monica
Kridler, founder
and director of
Momentum, joins
the Berwick
students.

Lou Willis spent her career as
a teacher, and, at age 78, she
continues to be one.

She offers instruction in how
to live with Alzheimer’s disease
— because she has it.

Last week, she climbed the
steps to a stage, took a deep
breath and said: “I’m calling
today my coming-out party. I’m
openly admitting that I have
Alzheimer’s disease.”

The scene was brave, touch-
ing and educational.

Lou, who wound up a long
career in education when she
retired as assistant principal at
Barrington Elementary School
in Upper Arlington, was told
more than a year ago that she
has the progressive brain
disease that affects memory.

It afflicts more than 200,000
Ohioans.

I see Lou just about every 

New lesson
for teacher
in disease

So To Speak
Joe Blundo

////////////////////////////

See Blundo Page E5

NEW YORK — Faced with the
ebbing ratings power of Amer-
ican Idol, Fox is betting big on
series from heavyweight pro-
ducers J.J. Abrams and Seth
MacFarlane, its first miniseries
showcase and a limited-edition
revival of 24.

The network is making its
largest original-programming
investment yet, with a crop of
11 new shows along with the
miniseries from filmmaker M.
Night Shyamalan, for the 2013-
14 season, Kevin Reilly, Fox
Entertainment chairman, said
yesterday.

Fox became the second of 

Television

‘24’ back
on schedule
for Fox
By Lynn Elber
ASSOCIATED PRESS

See Fox Page E5
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gaining confidence — traits
that, according to supporters,
carry over to the classroom.

The 800 students enrolled in
the program — twice the num-
ber of last year — will take the
stage in the Riffe Center’s
Capitol Theatre today and
Friday for performances mark-
ing the culmination of a year’s
work.

Momentum founder Monica
Kridler, a BalletMet partner,
said the program strives to
educate the “whole child.”

“English, math and science
are important for their suc-
cess,” she said. “But so is this
— to make them feel good
about themselves and make
them feel successful.”

The dance classes — 45
minutes once a week — are
required for all fourth-graders
(or, in some cases, fifth-
graders) in the participating
schools (nine in Columbus

and one in Hilliard). 
Even the teachers must

learn a routine.
Vonnie Johnson, a North

Linden fourth-grader, admit-
ted that he initially thought
Momentum was “silly” and “a
little girlie” before he came to
enjoy it.

Such a shift in attitude isn’t
uncommon, said Rachel
Osmena, a Momentum in-
structor.

“We see a change in them
within a month or two,”

Osmena said. “All of a sudden,
there’s a switch where they
want to do well for us.”

The change is fostered by
instructors’ stern but upbeat
teaching style.

Kathy Kessler, a fourth-grade
teacher at North Linden, said
she sees her students buckle
down in the classroom more
on dance days than at other
times of the week.

“When we have Momentum,
we do so much better those
days,” she said. “And it tires
them out a little bit, too —
which is never bad.”

Betsy Eckel, a special-
education tutor at Berwick
Alternative Elementary, said
that seeing her students blend
in with their peers underscores
the program’s educational
value beyond the classroom.

Her students, she said, are
the type who “need to get up
in the middle of a test”
because they get antsy or dis-
tracted.

“I believe in whole-brain
learning,” Eckel said. “This is

different from what they get in
any other place.”

Fewer than 10 students from
the participating schools won’t
take part in the recital,
because of behavioral prob-
lems — a testament to the
effect that Momentum has had
on students, including those
with learning and behavioral
disorders, Kridler said.

Collegiality is a key element
of the program.

Individual students might
take center stage at times —
some perform skits in small
groups — but each is taught to
“be excellent” for the good of
their peers, Kridler said.

Students take such lessons
to heart away from weekly
rehearsals, teachers say.

“You will see them (practic-
ing) at recess; you will see
them doing it upstairs in the
hallways if they have time,”
said Melissa Taylor, a fifth-
grade teacher at Clinton
Elementary. “They want to
practice.”

The extra work fosters a

passion for the arts.
“(Momentum) . . . helps me

to become a better dancer,
singer, and get a better idea of
what life’s going to be like
when I grow up,” said Haley
Warren, 9, a fourth-grader at
Berwick, on the East Side.

The heightened interest in
Momentum since its inception
has prompted a waiting list of
schools wanting to participate,
Kridler said, but program
coordinators have no immedi-
ate expansion plans.

The out-of-pocket cost for
schools is $40 a student, with
the rest of Momentum’s
$225,000 budget covered
through fundraising.

The investment gives
students something extra to
look forward to each week.

“I always want to come to
class and be ready and pre-
pared,” said North Linden
fourth-grader Nadiyah
Hopkins, 10. 

“I want to look spiffy.”
jryan@dispatch.com

@Jimryan015
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Momentum performances
Students involved in Momentum will
perform “Moving Lives: A Year in the
Life of a Momentum Dancer” four
times this week. Free performances
will take place at 10:30 a.m. and
1 p.m. today and 10:30 a.m. and
1 p.m. Friday in the Riffe Center’s
Capitol Theatre, 77 S. High St.
For more information, visit www.
momentum-excellence.org.

LONDON — The 2013
Cannes Film Festival will open
on Wednesday with Baz Luhr-
mann’s 3-D version of The Great
Gatsby, a lavish throwback to
the Roaring ’20s that befits the
glamour and excess of the
world’s biggest cinema show-
case.

The choice of the Australian
director’s adaptation of the F.
Scott Fitzgerald novel surprised
some Hollywood insiders,
because Cannes traditionally
launches with a world pre-
miere. But The Great Gatsby,
starring Leonardo DiCaprio,
has already opened in the
United States — potentially
dampening buzz surrounding
the start of almost two weeks of
screenings, parties and deal-
making on the French Riveria.

Stars expected to face a pha-
lanx of flashbulbs along the red
carpet include Matt Damon,
Michael Douglas, Ryan Gosling
and Emma Watson.

Their films will undergo one
of the most grueling tests in
movie-making: trying to please
Cannes’ picky critics, who have
been known to boo as the
credits roll.

Behind the scenes, as many
as 40,000 film professionals will
seek to buy and sell the next
box-office hit at the most
important movie market of the
year.

“This is the hardest 10 days of
the year for me,” said Tom
Bernard, co-president and
co-founder of Sony Pictures

Classics. “There are always
three or four movies that are
exceptional, and you have to
find them — so it is a detective
job.”

Critics have praised the selec-
tion of films being screened at
the 66th festival, calling it a
strong, well-curated list that
includes hotly anticipated
potential crowd-pleasers and
beautifully crafted, artistic
cinema.

American directors have their
biggest showing in six years in
the main competition at
Cannes, making up five of 20
films vying for the coveted
Palme D’Or for best picture —

to be awarded by a jury headed
by Steven Spielberg on May 26,
the last day of the festival.

Steven Soderbergh’s Behind
The Candelabra, starring
Douglas as flamboyant pianist
Liberace and Damon as his
young lover, is already generat-
ing interest — particularly be-
cause Soderbergh has hinted
that the movie could be his last.

Also in focus is Joel and
Ethan Coen’s Inside Llewyn
Davis, about the gritty 
1960s folk-music scene in 
New York; James Gray’s The
Immigrant; a Jim Jarmusch
vampire movie, Only Lovers 
Left Alive; and the Alexander

Payne offering Nebraska.
French filmmakers are also

well-represented, with five films
in the main competition. 

Included are Roman Polan-
ski’s French-language La Venus
a la Fourrure (Venus in Fur), a
backstage drama starring his
wife, Emmanuelle Seigner.

Two Japanese movies are in
the running, as well as one film
each from Chad, China, Mexico,
Iran, Italy, the Netherlands and
Tunisia. 

Also creating buzz is Only
God Forgives, a Thai crime
thriller by Danish director
Nicolas Winding Refn, starring
Gosling.

Critics have earmarked Le
Passe by Iran’s Asghar Farhadi
and Like Father, Like Son by
Japan’s Hirokazu Koreeda as
strong domestic dramas.
Farhadi won an Oscar for best
foreign-language film in 2012
for A Separation.

Despite criticism of an all-
male lineup last year, only one
female director has made the
2013 competition: Valeria Bruni
Tedeschi, sister of former
French first lady Carla Bruni, is
in the field with Un Chateau en
Italie.

The sidebar section set up to
recognize young filmmakers
will feature 19 films. Included is
The Bling Ring by Sofia Coppola
— starring Harry Potter actress
Watson — about a real-life gang
stealing from celebrities’
homes.

“It is a strong lineup this year
looking at the names of the
directors, especially those in
competition,” said Wendy
Mitchell, editor of the magazine
Screen International.

Out of competition, hun-
dreds of films will be shown in
special sessions, while 4,000 or
so projects — many yet to be
made — will be haggled over in
meetings along the Croisette,
the resort’s chic promenade, or
on yachts moored nearby.

Patrick Wachsberger, co-
chairman of Lionsgate Motion
Picture Group, said he uses
Cannes to build buzz for new
films, including the second and
third Hunger Games movies.

“You meet with distributors
every 30 minutes, and it’s really
like going to the dentist,”
Wachsberger said.

“The business seems more
complicated than it used to be
and a bit more frantic, but the
money at stake is higher and it’s
a bigger gamble.” 

Cannes Film Festival

Lineup already receiving critics’ praise 

By Belinda Goldsmith
REUTERS
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Workers set up a larger-than-life poster — depicting Paul Newman and Joanne Woodward in the
1963 film A New Kind of Love — for the 66th Cannes Film Festival.

‘Gatsby’ to kick off
annual ritzy revelry
on French Riviera
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