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Jennifer Lawrence gushes to idol Bridges / E2
Vera Farmiga sees ‘Conjuring’ as truly scary / E3
Actor relies on different side in ‘Jack Irish’ / E10

NEWARK, Ohio
— The front
porch —
adorned with

a wreath of baseballs, a
baseball-themed flower-
pot and an oversize base-
ball pillow — leaves no
doubt about the family’s
passion for the sport.

And, because of that fond-
ness, the clan doubles in size
during the summer.

The Fulks — Jim, 39; Crystal,
33; and 9-year-old son Gavyn —
join 14 other Newark families in
housing members of the Licking
County Settlers, a summer
baseball team for college
players looking to sharpen their
skills and further their careers.

“We live sports around here,”
said Mrs. Fulk, who on a recent
game day sported a handmade
Settlers pendant and toenails
painted to resemble baseballs.

Settlers players, ranging in
age from 19 to 22, are placed
with volunteer families for as
long as 10 weeks.

The host families watch their
pantries empty and their utility
bills soar beginning in June —
the start of the 35-game season 
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The Fulks — from left, bottom: Crystal, Gavyn and Jim — are sharing their home for the
summer with Licking County Settlers players Ashton Perritt, Michael Danielak and Brady
Wilkin. A fourth college-age player recently joined the others.

Baseball bonds
Newark host families help players from all over 

feel at home during college summer-league season

See Families Page E4

A wreath at the Fulk home
shows the family passion.

By Jim Ryan
THE COLUMBUS DISPATCH

It looks vaguely like a recre-
ational flying saucer.

It costs the equivalent of a
luxury car.

And it is attracting national
attention for a Springfield golf
course.

The hovercraft golf cart,
which floats on a cushion of air
inches above the fairway and
skims over water hazards, will
make its debut on Saturday
during a “Hover Bash” at
Windy Knoll Golf Club in
Springfield.

Already, the course is floating
on a cushion of publicity: ABC
News, National Public Radio
and the Huffington Post are
among the media outlets that
have done stories on its acqui-
sition of two hovercraft.

“They’ve already paid for
themselves with the notoriety,” 

A golf cart
that flies?
Its time

has come

So To Speak
Joe Blundo
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NEW YORK — Your sex life
will never be the same.

In my day . . .
What? Not breast-feeding?
From dieting tips to “Little

baby, little problems,” stressed-
out and sleep-deprived new
parents have heard plenty.

And they want it to stop.
Years before the start of the

parenting journey for Prince
William and wife Kate, even
Queen Elizabeth had a “what-
not-to-say” moment.

Soon after the birth of
William, according to a special
edition of Us Weekly magazine
on raising royals, she ex-
claimed: “Thank goodness he
hasn’t ears like his father!”

Most every new parent has a
greatest hits of lame advice and
annoying remarks.

For fitness buff Brook 

Parenting

Lame ‘tips’
after birth
do little
but annoy
By Leanne Italie
ASSOCIATED PRESS

See Birth Page E4
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in the Great Lakes Summer
Collegiate League, consisting of
11 teams throughout Ohio.

Families take in players with-
out compensation and with
minimal ground rules set for
the men, who hail from
colleges nationwide.

The family grocery bill triples
when the players are in town,
said Mrs. Fulk, a cheerleading
coach, but higher costs stem
from electricity and water
usage (including as many as 10
loads of laundry a day).

She and the rest of her family
have grown accustomed to the
routine, having hosted as many
as four players a summer —
with four again this year — for
the past six years. (The team is
in its eighth year.)

In return, she said, she and
Mr. Fulk gain a kinship with the
men and the satisfaction of
watching them develop
throughout the summer.

“It’s just the joy we see out of
these kids growing up and
really getting a chance to show-
case their talents,” said Mr.
Fulk, the team’s volunteer
president and an executive vice
president of RMSe, a retail
construction and project-
management company based
in Heath.

“If we didn’t do it — if we
didn’t have a team here —
these 30 kids may not get a
chance somewhere else, be-
cause there are only so many
positions.”

About 95 percent of players
acclimate quickly to living with
a host family, Mr. Fulk said, and
most spend much of their free
time with the host family.

Michael Danielak, a 19-year-
old pitcher who shares a room
with outfielder Ashton Perritt,
said he “planned for the worst”
when living with strangers for
the first time.

Six weeks into the living
arrangement, the native of
Mount Prospect, Ill. — who
plays for Dartmouth College in

Hanover, N.H. — is at ease at
the Fulks’ place, he said.

“It feels like home to me. I
feel less homesick here than at
school.”

The Fulks also host Brady
Wilkin, a 19-year-old outfielder
from Bradley University in
Peoria, Ill.; and Scott Effross, an
Indiana University pitcher who

joined the Settlers this month
after the Hoosiers were elimi-
nated from the College World
Series.

The players have a more
flexible schedule than they do
with their college teams, mean-
ing they sleep in and relax a bit.

But they’re all business at the
ballpark — home games are at

Don Edwards Field — with
each player working to hone
his skills en route to achieving
his ultimate goal: the big
leagues.

To attract players to Newark,
Settlers coach Andy Revell
communicates with college
coaches nationwide. Each
player pays a $500 fee, but
Revell, of Dothan, Ala., said the
help of residents is vital to the
team.

“I don’t think there would be
one, to be honest, without the
host families and the support
from the community,” he said.

And without the summer
league, the players say, their
development would be hurt.

“I would say you take steps
backward if you don’t play
summer ball,” said Perritt, 20,
of Indianapolis, who plays for
Liberty University in Lynch-
burg, Va.

“If you take three months off
baseball, I’d say it’d cripple
you.”

With about 20 Settlers having
been drafted by pro teams
through the years, professional
scouts are commonly seen in
the stands at home games.

A more common sight in-
volves the host families, who at
a recent game ducked under
the grandstand at Don
Edwards Field to avoid a light
rain.

They call themselves the
Settlers Family, Mr. Fulk said,
and cheer the players just as
the players’ parents would.
Many follow the team to road
games throughout the state.

The biggest upside to the
arrangement, the hosts say,
centers not on baseball but on
the relationships they build
with the players.

“I would sit up at night and
have great conversations with
them every evening,” said Vicki
Owen, who, at 61, is in her
fourth year as a host parent.

“They seem just like your
kids.”

Another host, Mary Guinsler,
said she gets emotional when
her players return to college.

Corey Schultz, a former
Settler who lived with the Fulks
two years ago, can appreciate
that feeling: He and Mrs. Fulk
both cried when he left.

He calls the Fulks biweekly to
make sure that all is well in
Newark and has returned twice
— most recently in June to
meet the newest round of
players.

Little has changed, he said,
and he still felt welcome at
Don Edwards Field.

He wouldn’t expect anything
else.

“Licking County is a baseball
town,” he said. “They love
bringing in the kids.”

jryan@dispatch.com
@Jimryan015
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ABOVE: Ashton Perritt of
Indianapolis, an outfielder,
after batting practice at Don
Edwards Field in Newark
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LEFT: The bedroom of two of
the ballplaying houseguests
at the Fulk residence

Benten, mom of 4-month-old
Hayes, her list included her
post-baby body. 

“My swollen uterus made me
look like I was still five months
pregnant,” said the resident of
Round Rock, Texas. “I was
elated to be a mother, but I
knew good and well that I
looked bad. Well-intending
visitors would look me once
over and say: ‘Wow! You look
great!’”

Instead, Benten said, the
compliments should have been
directed at the little one.

“Compliment our baby. Tell
us he/she is the cutest baby
you’ve ever seen. But don’t
compliment the body of the
new mother.” 

Devon Clement is a post-
partum doula in Princeton, N.J.
Her job description, basically, is
to be helpful to new parents.

She has overheard some
doozies and made up a
facetious script for clients to
hang on their doors: 

Dear Guests, 
Thank you so much for com-

ing to see our new addition(s)
and for bringing your smiles,
gifts and good wishes. Thank
you, also, for leaving your germs
at home! If you think you may
be sick, we’ll have a visit by
waving at each other through
the window. We also greatly
appreciate the hot or easy-to-
heat-up meal you’ve brought us
and the fact that you plan to
keep your visit nice and short. 

We’ve had a busy few days/
weeks around here, so please
excuse the mess in the house
and the fact that I am still in
my pajamas. I may need to
breast-feed while you are here. If
this offends you or makes you
uncomfortable, I keep some
blankets close by for you to put
over your head. 

While we find it very in-
teresting to hear your stories
about what things were like
when you had your babies,
please keep your advice to your-
self unless asked, especially if it
comes with an air of judgment.
We have enough information
coming at us, and we are doing
OK, thanks.

Brandi Jordan, who owns a
parenting resource center in

Los Angeles, said the way to
avoid ticking off new parents is
pretty simple. 

“I think that people should
not give advice, period,” she
said. “People see it as open
license when they see someone
with a baby to give them their
opinion on how they should
have socks on or they should
have a hat on, or they need
sunblock, or you shouldn’t be
taking them out; they’re too

young. Some people make
themselves armchair experts
because they’ve read a lot of
things.” 

That, she said, is why the
what-not-to-say problem is so
out of control these days. Blogs,
social networks and simple
online searches are the arm-
chair expert’s best friends, said
Jordan, who has a 6-year-old. 

But she has a suggestion for
new parents, too: How about
not rejecting outright the
experiences of your own
parents? 

“A lot of new parents dis-
count what their own parents
actually know, but a lot of
grandparents do have good
traditional things that work
really well,” she said. 

Richard So, a pediatrician at
Cleveland Clinic Children’s
hospital, has three kids. The
youngest is younger than 2. 

His advice for well-meaning
loved ones: “Leave the lasagna
or manicotti at the door.” 
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The Duke
and Duchess
of Cambridge
leave the
hospital in
London, with
George
Alexander
Louis in her
arms.
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